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Synopsis

The Union Cabinet of the Government of India approved the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in end 
of July, 2020, laying the path for the most transformational reform in the country's education system. 
The implementation of the NEP is proposed from October 2020 education session across the country.
This policy revision will be the most significant change in India's education system in 34 years, since the 
last education policy which was approved in 1986.

This policy has been approved in the backdrop of COVID-19, which has disrupted the existing norms and
modes of education, severely impacting access to education for the underprivileged children of our 
country. The impact on the access and process of learning has been experienced deep and wide by 
hundreds of millions of children in India. 

This research report evaluates the impact on the Right to Education (RTE) for children in India during 
COVID-19 and long term risks for access to education for millions of children. It highlights the creative 
solutions that the teaching and student communities have adopted across the country to overcome the 
challenges of lack of computer and internet infrastructure for online learning. The analysis also outlines 
how the newly approved NEP aligns with the recommendations and the forward risks of execution based 
on interviews and research. The scope of this research includes primary, middle and high school 
education for students in the country. It does not include college education post the high school.
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Introduction

 Methodology and Process of Research 

The core methodology of the report is based on integrating data and statistical models for census and 
demographics of children in India by a range of factors, including age and family income level with 
qualitative assessment of policies, themes captured through interviews with all stakeholders in 
education and my own experience as a student, volunteer and teacher.

India has the largest education system in the world with 400 million children in the age group of 3-18 
years old. Up until the approval of NEP 2020 in end of July, 2020, our decades old education policies and 
programs had not kept up with imperatives to prepare our children for the future and provided education 
resources and infrastructure.

The goal of 6% of GDP to be spent on education was first articulated in 1948. We remain far from the 
stated target after more than 72 years. In 2020, India has just allocatedless than 3 percent of its GDP 
targeted towards education. The education sector is significantly underfunded historically and that trend 
does not seem to be changing in the foreseeable future. 

More than a decade ago, India passed the Right to Education (RTE) Act, making education a fundamental 
right, while ensuring free and compulsory schooling and education for children from the age of 6 years to 
14 years. While the RTE Act elevated education as a fundamental right for children, over 99 million 
children of school-going age, or approximately 25% of children between 3 years and 18 years, do not 
attend school in India, which is quite detrimental to the future of our country.

COVID-19 truly brought to the fore, the lack of infrastructure and education resources that have severely 
disrupted the right of education for tens of million more children in India.  During the ongoing pandemic, 
many schools are shutting down due to a lack of funding and infrastructure forcing even more children 
out of schools. Millions of parents and students across the country are coming together to adopt creative 
solutions like smartphone sharing, usage of WhatsApp for asynchronous learning, distribution of indoor 
play kits for underprivileged children and even delivering learning classes via loudspeakers to maintain 
social distancing for children at home.

In the backdrop of COVID-19, NEP 2020 is a very welcome change for the children of our country. It aims
to foster an education system that will provide an inclusive environment and opportunity set for children 
from all backgrounds, ensuring that no social group is disadvantaged, while significantly improving the 
quality of education. 

However, it does not address the immediate education needs for our children and significant risks exist in
the execution of NEP 2020. 

The transformation of India's education policy and system has to provide foundation and conduit to reap 
the young demographic dividend of our country.From where we are today, it is certainly a lofty goal. 
This report highlights the challenges as well as presents a set of viable solutions to solve these issues 
which got highlighted during COVID-19, branching from a more effective GDP division, to a more 
education-geared division of the country's CSR funds.
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Government published data on census of the country in 2011, refresh by Statistical Society of India on 
children demographics in 2018, and many additional reports by the UN and other organizations have 
provided data points on the landscape of children in India and modalities of their education. 
I developed basic statistical models to extrapolate the current population based on census data from
2011 and many other data points including rate of child birth in India to define the current children 
demographics.  

Through the course of developing this report, I conducted extensive live interviews with at least 50 
stakeholders, ranging from leaders of NGOs that are directly involved in education system, school 
administrators and teachers, students and corporate leaders who contribute from their corporate social 
responsibility funds towards education. 

A brief overview of the process I adopted for the report is as follows:

Research the demographics of children in India: This included data analysis of age, sex, state  
and family income, by mode of education such as private and government schools. 

Research the application of Right to Education in India: This included reports published by
Indian government agencies, research in education policy domain by specialists and reports 
published by the United Nations and other credible sources.

Research the Corporate Social Responsibility Act application in India: Review of the act and 
its application by corporates by contribution in funds, percentage of funds applied to education, 
types of education programs initiated and supported by CSR funds, and impact of existing 
programs, including scale and outcomes.

Review of the National Educational Policy (NEP), 2020: Detailed analysis of the policy, 
objectives, programs, proposed changes from the current policy and governance structure 
outlined in the approved NEP, 2020.  

Interviews with the leading Non-Government Organizations dedicated to education: 
Conducted detailed interviews with senior leaders of the NGOs running educational programs on 
impact of Covid-19 to their programs.

Interviews with the corporates: Conducted interviews with leaders in the Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) departments of corporates with grants towards education, on impact to their 
focus areas.

I read several reports and policy documents, such as proposed National Education Policy (NEP) 2019 and
the approved NEP 2020, to frame my foundational research for this study. The learnings of COVID-19 and
the environment we are all exposed to, which is largely virtual for school systems across the country, 
were then overlaid on the questionnaires for the interviews, my research and the proposals outlined in 
the report. 
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Interviews with the school administrators, teachers and children: Conducted interviews 
with the school administrators and teachers of the government schools and children from under
privileged backgrounds whose education was partially or totally disrupted during COVID-19. 
The schools and children were representative sets from rural areas of Karnataka, Telangana and 
Tamilnadu states in India.

Demographics of Children in India 

In Crore

Total Population 129.68 67.31 62.37
34.99 18.57 16.42

84.94
22.92

44.09
12.17

40.85
10.75

44.74
12.07

23.22
6.41

21.52
5.66

Persons Males Females Persons PersonsMales Males FemalesFemales

0-14 Years

Total Rural Urban

Table 1: Total Population and child population in India (2018 est.) Source: India Census 2011 and word
Factbook

Figure 1: Indian Population Demographics by Age, Source: Encyclopedia Britannica

Figure 2: Indian Demographics by Place of Residence and Sex, Source: India Census 2011 and World
Factbook.

There are around 350 million children under the age of 14(Table 1, Figures 1 and 2) that live in India. 
They make up 27% of the entire population (2018 estimate). India's child population is comprised of 
around 186 million boys and 164 million girls (2018 estimate), between the ages of 0 and 14. Around 
65.5% of these children live in rural areas. They make up for more than one quarter of the country's 
nearly 850 million rural population.
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Education Inclusion as a Fundamental Right : 
An Elusive RTE Goal Further Disrupted by COVID-19 

st thThe RTE Act of 2009 gave children a fundamental right to school education from classes 1  to 8 .  

According to the DSE (District information System for Education), for every 100 children, only 32 children 

finish their education age-appropriately. India has more than 165 million children aged six or below, the 

age bracket within which neurological advancement is relatively faster.Around 99 million children 

(25% of the entire total) have either dropped out of school or not attended it as a whole. This shows the 

incredible lack of child participation in education.

The current Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) ratios are 25.8% in higher education and approximately 68%
for grade 9, i.e., secondary school. In fact, the current GER of approximately 26% for higher education is 
among one of the lowest in the world. The problem of lower GER is not evenly distributed across states, 
some states are more deeply impacted than others due to socio-economic backgrounds. As an example, 
states like Bihar (13.6), West Bengal (19.3), and Jharkhand (19.1) have much lower GER as compared to
other states.

The gap in the funding needed vs what the states had even in the pre-COVID time has been huge, as seen 
in Figure 3, leading to lack of basic education facilities and resources that are accessible to children. 

Figure 3: Gap in the current education expenditure vs the required funds, Source: Scroll.in
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 Challenges to education caused to children during pandemic 

Access to education

Children attending government schools come from poor strata of society and do not have the financial 
means to purchase computers and install internet connections. They tend to live in houses with a mean 
area of 250 square ft., and there is neither the money nor space to purchase and install any technological 
gadgets such as Wi-Fi routers and Fiber Net cables. This has cut off the children from the internet 
as a whole.

A significantly high percentage of children who study in government school do not have access to 
technology. This is because of high costs of installation and maintenance and poor technological 
infrastructure. 

As the country grapples with COVID-19 related disruption, the schism for access of education has gotten 

significantly widened in the virtual world, or a world where the families are expected to have computers, 

internet connectivity, and space for children to listen or participate in online classes for hours and not be 

distracted by activities at home. The situation of education inclusion has significantly worsened due to the 

shutting down of schools caused by COVID-19, forcing many more children out of schools.

In a country with population of 1.35 billion, where just more than 20% of families with children have 
access to internet and only 11% of households possess any type of computer, COVID-19 related shutdown
of schools across the country has been nothing less than disastrous in providing continuous education 
and other programs via schools to children. The problem is even more exacerbated in rural India where 
less than 15 percent of families have access to Internet.  

Another factor affecting the education inclusion rate is the options offered by schools. Out of the 1.3 
million schools in India (as of 2015), only 2% of the schools offer a complete package, ranging from Grade 
1 to 12. This could be why many children are forced to dropout, as their local schools do not offer a 
complete education. 

The COVID-19 pandemic, which has enveloped the world since the beginning of 2020, has particularly 
impacted India and caused multiple state-run schools to shut down. Due to the lack of technological
 infrastructure in these schools and the scarce access to the internet in rural areas, many of these schools 
have not been able to adapt to the virtual world, where many more developed schools have transferred to. 
Based on the interviews with the impacted children across different states and my research, I have 
outlined the key challenges to children during the pandemic.

This stunts the ability of the children to access online learning sites, and completely abolishes the slight 
possibility of transferring the schools online.

" So many students don't have laptops, mobile phones or internet connections at home. 
Providing them continuity of education has been our biggest challenge."

Mr. Alok Bhargava, Rotary Club of Madras
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 Process of learning 

 Social Engagement

Due to the closure of schools, many children have been isolated from their friends, and have not been 
able to visit them due to the lockdown restrictions and safety concerns. In addition, the child in poor 
households do not have access to modes of communication and social media such as phones and 
computers. Because of this deprivation, the children cannot meet or engage with their friends. This is 
leading to adverse psychological effects like feelings of isolation and loneliness, and even depression. 

 Vicious cycle of child labor  

For many underprivileged children, going to school is a way out of getting involved in child labor. 
Due to the pandemic, millions of families have lost their stable livelihoods, and many parents have been 
forced to make their children work, in order to get some extra income to support the family.

 Meals at schools 

Many children rely on schools to provide them regular meals. As part of the program, government 
schools offer children breakfast and lunch, prepared with nutritious ingredients. As the schools have 
shut down, many children can no longer get the meals they require for proper growth and development,
which can lead to various health and mental issues.

One of the biggest factor which helps children learn is known as hands-on learning. However, due to the 
closure of schools, the complete process of learning has changed. The teachers can no longer directly help 
and assist the students. As confirmed by students during interviews, even for a small percentage of overall 
students who have access to online classes this has been detrimental to theirlearning especially those who 
learn via examples. 

Another massive change to the process of learning is that children can no longer ask doubts seamlessly 
to the teacher. The absence of teachers being able to directly interact with students has disrupted the 
whole experience and process of learning for the children. 

"I miss the physical experience of being in school, meeting my friends and learning together. I will never 
trouble my parents from going to school ever again."

A student from a Government School, Bengaluru

This trend if prolonged can eventually lead them to not return to school in the future. Increase in child 
labor will lead to a structural and cyclical effect of harming children's and families' futures.

Out of school children have already started filling jobs left vacant by the migrant laborer exodus." 
Mr. Ramji Raghavan, Agastya Organization

 "Midday meals is a significant benefit of education system with more than 120 million children 
enrolled in over 1.2 million schools of India. With COVID-19 related lockdowns and schools being 

shut, this has deprived the children of one healthy meal every day."
Principal of a Government School, Bengaluru
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 Difficulty in home settings 

 Special education for children takes a double hit

Education for children with special needs, who need specialized therapies and attention has taken a 
double hit during the pandemic. Lack of continuity of resources and access to therapies in school, 
followed by lack of patience at home by caregivers who are not trained to engage with children for such
long periods, is posing a major challenge to such children.

The COVID-19 pandemic is not only causing challenges for the children, but many teachers are also facing
adversities and issues when it comes to continuity of their teaching. The teachers will have to change 
everything from their approach to teaching as a whole, morphing their content into a distance style, to 
their daily lifestyle and family management.

In providing the extra meals for their children, poor parents have to spend a greater proportion of their 
income on food, which is further decreasing their ability to pay for other necessities like rent or water.

As underprivileged children generally live in smaller homes with very less space, staying at home for a 
greater proportion of the day becomes very difficult. They have to spend hours cramped up into small 
spaces, and it can is causing altercations among family members. 

When children go to school, they get to experience a more spacious environment, where they are free to 
move, run and play around. However, this freedom is no longer available due to the small sizes of the 
homes of children, causing them to feel restricted physically and psychologically.

Lack of school infrastructure and funding to enable online delivery

Many government schools do not have the technological infrastructure to support distance learning. 
This means that the schools do not have an ability to transfer their content online and the education to 
children may be temporarily or permanently disrupted. 

Many government schools do not have the funding to improve their infrastructure. They cannot afford 
laptops, stable WiFi connections and routers to continue with distance learning. In addition, the lack of 
funding does not allow schools to procure Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) for teachers, 
administrators and students. This has forcedschools to stay online or closed. 

This has been the biggest challenge identified by all stakeholders during the interviews.

Adapting to online delivery of content
A lot of the teaching methods and content that teachers provide are suited towards a hands-on, more 
direct environment of teaching. However, as this close proximity teaching is no longer possible, the 
teachers have to adapt their content to suit a distance style of learning, with which they are not familiar. 
As experienced and confirmed by students and teachers alike in the interviews, this has led to a drop in 
the quality of the content and the teaching method. 

 Challenges for school teachers during pandemic 
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Uncertainty regarding salary and continuity of job

Due to major losses that the economy and schools are facing in the pandemic, there is no guarantee for 
continuity of salary and threat to many teachers' job security.

This is especially unsettling and demotivating for teachers who have a family to support, as they do not 
know whether they will continue to earn their livelihood. In addition, the teachers do not know whether 
any revisions in their salaries may occur, leading to downgrade in their lifestyle and family environment

Lack of school infrastructure to enable online delivery

Many government schools do not have technological infrastructure to support distance learning. 
This can be very hard on the teachers, as they have to deliver online instruction relying on basic and 
poor quality of supplies. 

There can be many technological inefficiencies like outdated and slow computers, power shortages and
WiFi instability. This is leading tochallenges for the teachers to deliver their courses effectively and 
completing the curriculum on schedule.

While on the internet, there are many possible distractions that can draw away the attention of child. 
The teachers are finding it very challenging to keep the children engaged in the classes. A few teachers
mentioned to us during the interviews that keeping students engaged is extremely taxing on them as
they can no longer rely on the visual cues from seeing the children in the classroom and have to consis-
tently pause their teaching and enquire if everyone has understood. 

Lack of effectiveness in keeping the students engaged in virtual classroom settings

In addition, the teachers are no longer able tohelp children who require attention, which has 
impacted individual learning.

" Retaining children's attention during online classes has been very difficult. The pressure to
 complete syllabus in this environment has been detrimental to quality of education."

A teacher of a private school, Hyderabad

Many parents are not able to bridge the gap

Many educated parents are bridging the gap of lack continued education from school through home 
schooling. However, tens of millions of parents are not well-educated and are unable to help their child 
with studies. There is little to no connectivity between teachers and parents in most instances to provide 
any guidance on their education.  
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Personal responsibilities at their own home conflicting with school responsibilities

A big problemmany teachers are facing, as teaching moves online to homes, is trying to balance their 
own home and parental responsibilities while simultaneously fulfilling their teaching obligations. Many 
teachers confirmed to us during interviews that imparting learning instructions from home has been 
disruptive to the family members around them.  The teachers need to make sure that their families are 
staying well and their own children are learning successfully, as they try to cater to their school students.

A few teachers have found balancing all the school-related issues they face with their own private family
issues to be extremely taxing on them, both physically and mentally. 

Creative Solutions Adopted by Teaching and Student 
Communities During the Pandemic

In the middle of the pandemic, the creative solutions adopted by the teachers, students, parents and 
administrators of NGOs, including many foster homes, have also surfaced to be the beacon of the rapid 
digitization of education in India. The rate of change of adoption of these newer ways to disseminate 
learning instructions and education will be much faster in the next few years as compared to what it has 
been for the last few decades. 

Good old loudspeakers for delivering classes

In our research, we learnt about teachers in remote villages in Haryana and Bihar using loudspeakers to
deliver instructions while the students take notes, maintaining social distancing at their homes or on 
large grounds. In at least a few instances, the loud speakers have been installed on bullock carts and the 
teachers take turns to deliver their classes. The school teachers admit that providing education for 
subjects like mathematics is not possible via loudspeakers, but they have been teaching other subjects 
like sciences and languages. 

Shared smartphones by students

Typically, these phones are owned by the primary livelihood earner of the house in villages. The students 
are scheduling timeslots to visit homes where the person is willing to let them use the phone for education. 
The students look at the learning material distributed by the teachers on WhatsApp or other applications. 
They also writing down their assignments and take pictures to send it to their teachers. 

Many students who spoke with us revealed that their fellow colleagues and parents are sharing their 
smartphones with others who do not have these devices for online learning. There is a sense of giving 
and willingness to help others learn that is also decreasing loneliness and depression among the students.

"My neighbor uncle has allowed me and 8 of my friends to use his phone in the evenings. 
We put the phone on a chair and listen to our teachers' lectures that they share on 

WhatsApp and write assignments. Without his help, we would be lost. 
We will always remember his generosity."

A Student from a Government School, Telangana
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Use of WhatsApp to disseminate course material and assignments for asynchronous learning

There has been a significant shift in the delivery of education material via pdfs, recorded lectures and 
assignments in digital formats. Across tens of thousands of government schools in the country there is 
no infrastructure to deliver synchronous classes via technologies like Zoom, Skype, GoToMeeting, 
Google Hangouts and Microsoft Teams. In these schools, many teachers are recording voice lectures and 
distributing these audio files along with the reading material on WhatsApp. WhatsApp has become the 
foundation of asynchronous learning for rural students in India, and has evolved to be one of the primary 
channels to disseminate course material. Teachers have also made learning groups on WhatsApp that 
are also keeping students socially engaged.

Panchayat offices in villages have become a hub to get free Internet connectivity

The lack of strong internet connectivity in remote villages and cost pressures have led many parents to 
visit their Panchayat offices in villages to download course material on WhatsApp or other applications 
for access by their children in the evenings. The parents are making all efforts to get the course material 
on their phones; and government offices with free internet access have been hugely helpful to entire 
surrounding communities.

Indoor game kits, bring back play in a child's life

One of the most inspiring stories we captured in our research study was the distribution of indoor game 
kits to enable a healthy and positive learning mindset for children through play. The old adage, all work 
and no play is not good for the soul, cannot be more relevant during the pandemic specially for children
from underprivileged backgrounds who are feeling the squeeze from all directions, including food, 
learning, labor and play. 

" We have been on a mission to bring 'Play' to every child's life for the last three years and this
 pandemic couldn't stop us from continuing our endeavors to create impact. Play in a box is

 an initiative for a child's holistic development while at play. It is a box full of possibilities and 
aspirations to keep the children from dropping out of schools. It gives them the resources to

keep their curiosity and creativity alive without any dependencies on digital mediums."

Ms. Pooja Rai, Founder, Anthill Creations

As the schools around the country closed, the children also lost access to all playgrounds and safe 
places to interact at school. This void has been disruptive as much as the break in learning activities. 
At this time, any access to indoor or outdoor play activities, while maintaining social distance, has given
a ray of hope, joy and some semblance of normalcy to children. 

It takes a village to raise a child

Many parents in urban and rural India, who themselves may have dropped out of education in middle or 
high schools, have taken up responsibility to teach their children through printed education material or 
via online content. Many volunteers in villages are contributing towards this purpose and movement. 
These volunteers are being recognized by village seniors for their efforts to teach neighborhood children. 
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Education resources bank and digital library

A positive outcome of the education moving to a digital world has been the creation of digital library of 
course material and sharing of educational resources across schools, states and countries. Many children
interviewed as part of this study shared with us that they are getting learning material, including audio 
files and reference pdfs, from teachers of other schools that has allowed them not only to continue the 
process of learning but also access better content in many cases.

"We have been able to share learning instructions from teachers of other schools within the 
same syllabus structure to our students."

A Teacher from a Government School, Karnataka

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020:  A Monumental Step Forward

The government of India through the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has adopted 
and approved a new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 published by the K. Kasturirangan Committee.

With the Union Cabinet of the Government of India giving approval for the NEP 2020, it is now only a 
matter of a few months in which the biggest overhaul of India's education system in decades will be 
brought in. The overarching goals as stated by the government and the body that wrote the NEP is to 
make India a global knowledge superpower on the foundations of a significantly revised set of policies.

The key changes and programs as proposed under NEP 2020 include: 

           The new education policy aims to universalize the pre-primary education by 2025 and provide 
           foundational literacy to all by 2025. The stated goals of NEP 2020is to have 50% Gross Enrollment 
           Ratio (GER) in higher education and 100% in secondary school for children by 2030.

The mother tongue or local or regional language is to be the medium of instruction in all schools 
up to Class 5 (preferably till Class 8 and beyond).

NEP proposes to replace 10+2 systems with a 5+3+3+4 curricular and pedagogical structure 
based on the cognitive-developmental stages of the children rather than their age. This further 
divides the K12 years into Foundational Stage (age 3-8 yrs): 3 years of pre-primary plus Grades 
1-2, Preparatory Stage (8-11 years): Grades 3-5, Middle Stage (11-14 years): Grades 6-8 and 
Secondary Stage (14-18 years): Grades 9-12. 

Instead of exams being held every year, school students will sit only for three - at Classes 3, 5 and
8. Assessment in other years will shift to a regular and formative style that is more competency-
based, promotes learning and development and tests skills, such as analysis, critical thinking and 
conceptual clarity. The board exams will continue to be held for Classes 10 and 12 but even these 
will be re-designed with "holistic development" as the aim. 

The policy also includes setting up of Gender Inclusion Fund and Special Education Zones to 
support socially and economically disadvantaged groups. 



Page 16

 Breakfast will also be added to the mid-day meal program in government schools. 

 In addition, National Curricular and pedagogical framework will be developed by NCERT and 
skills based courses like applied coding to be taught in schools from Grade 6 onwards.

A couple of key areas that NEP 2020 misses out are:

It does not suggest any different approach as to how teachers will be deployed in government 
schools where a vast majority of India's children study. 

The policy does not explicitly state whether the RTE Act will be changed to include pre-school 
children protecting their right to education.

Recommendations for the Path Forward

To understand the impact of COVID-19, I interviewed stakeholders, across the spectrum including teachers, 
students, non-government organizations and corporates that contribute towards education from their 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) grants. The thematic findings were then supplemented with my own
analysis through articles, reports and education related policies and acts, including NEP 2020, in India to 
define a set of recommendations on the path forward. 

These recommendations are not one size fit all, thus they need to be customized based on the state of 
each of educational institute and environment where kids are being educated. The objectives of the 
recommendations are to bridge the learning gaps between the have  and have-nots  spectra of the
society and provide a sustainable way for continued education for children of our country across all 
economic spectrums. 

The diversity of our country in terms of religion, caste, language and economic backgrounds, makes the 
thdelivery of education at a minimum foundation level until grade 12  very challenging even in regular times.

It has been made much more complex during COVID-19 and as a nation we have to step-up our efforts to 
redraw the plans and work backwards from the results we want to achieve in the next 5-10 years. 
The investments we make now will contribute to the learning experience for children across age groups. 

" We are hungry to learn and improve the quality of our lives. The closure of schools is taking 
 our dreams away. Give us a chance to be successful." 

Students of Rainbow Foundation India

Implementation of the National Education Policy 2020

While NEP 2020's proposed programs and changes are bold, and if implemented correctly, they will take 
the educational inclusion of children in India much forward. Many programs, such as vocational education, 
computer infrastructure in schools and teacher trainings, will also address the core deficiencies in India's 
education system identified from the learning challenges during COVID-19 period. NEP also proposes to 
uplift fundamental structure and teaching methods in schools. For example, by providing options to take 
vocational subjects, the students can now focus their knowledge and intelligence into the field which they 
want to pursue.  
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NEP 2020 does provide the foundation to build upon, although significant risks exist in the execution and 
the benefits truly reaching the neediest on a timely basis.

More contribution of India's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) towards Education

I learnt about GDP as a concept for the first time in details in my Grade IX economics course. As I went 
through this research study, one question that continued to intrigue me was "Why is there such a high
level of disparity in educational environment in Western Nations and India? Is it just because we have a 
lower GDP, or is our contribution from GDP towards education also low?" Well, this led me to research 
the overall GDPs of different countries and their respective contribution towards education, and the 
results were reveling. How can a nation which needs to lift a significant portion of population from 
poverty have such an abject allocation towards education of it's people. Why will education not be the 
single most important investment that the government can make in the people and make them ready for 
the next few decades of economic activity around the world? Table 2 and Figure 4 show India's 
contribution to education as a percentage of it's GDP, which is far lower than the average of other 
developed and developing countries around the world. 

Table 2: India's expenditure towards Education as a percentage of the GDP as of 2019, Source:
Financial Express, UNESCO institute of statistics. 

The NEP also calls for an increase in public investment by the Central and State Governments in the next
10 years, i.e., by 2030, to 20% of overall public expenditure. The central government needs to enact 
policies to contribute a significant higher portion of the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) from 
the current 3% to over 6%. While the proposed NEP does recommend it, COVID-19 has pushed the need 
and urgency to do it now. It is no longer good to have, desirable investment, and needs support and 
commitment from central and the state governments.
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Figure 4: Expenditure as percentage of GDP in India relative to other countries, Source
Financial Express, UNESCO institute of statistics

The teachers need retooling and upskilling to adapt to newer ways of delivering content online to the 
children. While it may seem as an obvious recommendation, it is much harder to accomplish based on the
disparity of technical skills among the teachers themselves, and finding ways to engage with children in 
an online forum. This problem is even more exasperating in our multi-lingual country where the delivery 
of instructions to children in their native language is very difficult. Even the NEP 2020 does not provide 
any specifics on this point, and leaves it to volunteers to address the translation needed in local languages. 

" Even if the government orders reopening of schools, given the current rise 
in COVID-19 infections in India, it is highly unlikely that parents will feel comfortable in sending 

their children to school. We need to invest in technology  infrastructure of schools and training of 
our teachers to deliver online classes."

Invest in the skills of our teachers

Mr. Naveen Kolavara, Rotary Bangalore West 
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Figure 5: CSR Contribution by companies in India towards Education vs other fields, Source:

Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India.   

Greater contribution towards education from corporate funds dedicated to CSR initiatives

The corporates in India will have to increase their contribution towards Corporate Social Responsibility 
grants and ring fence contributions towards education for the next decade. Our country needs corporates 
to supplement the efforts of the government to fund the investment in the education of the children at 
every level and in every state. 

Figure 5 shows the CSR grants by companies in India across different fields, including education
and healthcare.

Philanthropists will have to become more generous and contribute to uplifting education 
system in India

Philanthropy is a sensitive subject in India which has newer generation rich people. The percentage of 
philanthropic contributions in India vs the net disposable income is very low compared to developed 
nations. Figure 6 shows India's ranking in World Giving Index as compared to other nations in the world.
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Figure 6: India's ranking in World Giving Index, Source: Charities Aid Foundation    

We need the rich people of the country to step-up. There is no better contribution than preparing the 
next generation of the country to become equipped with education to lead the way forward in what will 
be a highly competitive environment for survival in an increasingly technology world. 
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Conclusion

The Right to Education Act was enacted more than 60 years after our country's independence, providing 

free basic education as a fundamental right to the young children. The implementation of RTE and the 

uplift of educational infrastructure and resources to provide an environment for education to be 

accessible by all children across states has been varied, still leaving tens of millions of our children away

from basic education. While basic literacy rates have increased in the last decade, significant efforts are 

needed to achieve the universal education goals.

COVID-19 has significantly upended progress made in RTE being harmonized across spectrums of society

in the last decade. The challenges exposed due to the lack of infrastructure in schools, at homes and

skills required to adapt to online delivery of education has led to the discontinuity of education for 

hundreds of millions of children of our country. In this backdrop, the creative solutions that have 

emerged in the communities provide a ray of hope for children to have some form of learning, even 

the experience is largely asynchronous and over shared smart devices.

NEP 2020 is bold and ambitious, yet, only the effective implementation will define its success as measured
by the true exercise of RTE for our children from age 3 onwards. The provisions and programs of NEP 
2020 will have to be backed up by a significant investment in education sector to modernize our schools 
and associated infrastructure. The policy alone will not transform education if it is not supplemented with 
the required upgrade in skills of teachers, infrastructure in schools and effective governance. We need to 
have a structure that establishes transparency and accountability of the outcomes not just in percentage
of children who are registered in the education system, but also tracks the experience of children and 
overall readiness for employability on the foundation of our school system. 

The youth of our country can leap frog India in the 21st century, they need to be invested in with a solid 
educational foundation right from early childhood.

References

Encyclopedia Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/place/India/Demographic-trends

Age Structure And Marital Status, 2011 Census Data, Office of the Registrar General & Census
Commissioner,India https://censusindia.gov.in/census_and_you/age_structure_and_marital
_status.aspx

The Right to Education in India, The Importance of Enforceability of a Fundamental Right, Florian 
Matthey-Prakash, Oxford University Press, India, ISBN: 9780199494286, June 2019

Smile Foundation, Our Children Publication,
https://www.smilefoundationindia.org/ourchildren.html#:~:text=40%25%20of%20India's%20
population%20is,the%20world's%20largest%20child%20population.&text=At%20least%2035%
20million%20children,habitation%20has%20a%20primary%20school



Page 22

Child Rights and You, Statistics of Children in India, https://www.cry.org/statistics-on-children

Philanthropy in India, Philanthropy for Social Justice and Peace. Caroline Hartnell, 
http://www.psjp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Philanthropy-in-India-October-2017-1.pdf

New Education Policy, 2020, Government of India, Ministry of Human Resources Development 
(MHRD), https://www.mhrd.gov.in/nep-new

Wikipedia, Demographics of India, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_India

India Philanthropy Report 2020, Bain and Company, Arpan Sheth and DinkarAyilavarapu, 
https://www.bain.com/insights/india-philanthropy-report-2020/

thCAF World Giving Index 10  Edition, https://www.cafonline.org/about-us/publications/2019-
publications/caf-world-giving-index-10th-edition

 Indian education can't go online - only 8% of homes with young members have computer with 
net link, ProtivaKundu, Scroll.in, https://scroll.in/article/960939/indian-education-cant-go-
online-only-8-of-homes-with-school-children-have-computer-with-net-link

Outcome Budget 2018-19, Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Human
Rights Development, Government of India, New Delhi

Right to Education (RTE), Government of India, Ministry of Human Resources Development 
(MHRD), Department of School Education and Literacy, https://www.mhrd.gov.in/rte

States are failing to spend their education budgets  because the budgets are too low, Shreya 
Roy Chowdhury, Scroll.in, https://scroll.in/article/845258/states-are-failing-to-spend-their-
education-budgets-because-the-budgets-are-too-low

Official Record of the Third Session of the General Assembly,Part I, Social Humanitarian and 
Cultural Questions , 3d Committee, Summary Records of Meeting, 21 September 8 December 
1948, reporting the 147th Meeting of the Commission, held at the Palais de Chaillot, Paris, 
19 November 1948, p. 597

Law Commission of India (1998), 165th Report on 'Free and Compulsory education for children, 
2nd edition, (Universal Law, New Delhi, 2010)

Right to Education in India: A Study (March 2, 2012), Yadav, Dr. Raj, SSRN:
https://ssrn.com/abstract=2014933 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2014933

The World Factbook 2018, CIA, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/

How much India spends on education: Hint, it's less than rich countries' average, Prachi Gupta, 
Financial Express, November, 2019, https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/how-much-
india-spends-on-education-hint-its-less-than-rich-countries-average/1772269/#:~:text=According
%20to%20OECD's%20latest%20findings,terms%20of%20total%20educational%20costs.&text=
The%20country%20spent%203%25%20of,crore%2C%20the%20Economic%20Survey%20said



Page 23

Government expenditure on education, total (% of GDP), UNESCO Institute for Statistics,
 (uis.unesco.org ), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS

Handbook on Corporate Social Responsibility in India, PWC, https://www.pwc.in/assets/pdfs/
publications/2018/handbook-on-corporate-social-responsibility-in-india.pdf

CSR Expenditure of 5097 companies for the F.Y. 2015-2016, Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 
Government of India,  http://www.mca.gov.in/MinistryV2/csrdatasummary.html

This innovative solution is helping Indian children get an education during the pandemic, 
World Economic Forum, https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/loudspeakers-india-
children-school-closure-covid19/

Loudspeakers spread wealth of knowledge at Parpada, The Times of India, 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/loudspeakers-spread-wealth-of-knowledge-at-
parpada/articleshow/78269875.cms

Resetting education: lessons from Sesame Street on helping a generation at risk, World 
Economic Forum, https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/10/sesame-and-the-muppets-the-
great-reset-podcast/

Interviews

Mr. Naveen Kolavara, Rotary Bangalore West

Ms. Aishwarya K,STEM Learning

Mr. Srinivasan Iyer,Tranquil CharityFoundation

Ms. VrundaBansode, Sattva Consulting

Mr. RamjiRaghavan, Agastya Organization

Mr. MG Subramanium,Agastya Organization

Mr. Nagaraj, Govt High School, Bengaluru

Mrs. Shantala, Govt High School, Bengaluru

Mr. Iqbal Sait, Saggezza

Ms. Preeth, Saggezza

Ms. Deepika Banerjee, Goldman Sachs

Mr. Gunjan Samtani, Goldman Sachs

Teachers from Government Schools, Bengaluru and Hyderbad

Mr. Alok Bhargava, Rotary Club of Madras

Ms. Pooja Rai, Founder, Anthill Creations 

Students from multiple homes of Rainbow Foundation India



Page 24

About the Authors

th
                             Shubh Samtani is a 10  grade student at The International School Bangalore 
                         (TISB). He has won the MARRSInternational Spelling Bee Contest which had
              participation from over 250,000 children. Shubh is among the top 
                programmers on HackerRank platform, which has over 11 million active 
                                   programmers. He is one of the youngest globally on the platforms to achieve 
a ranking of  <10,000 at an age of 14 years. Shubh volunteers as a teacher at 0Gravity, a global 
movement to create awareness, structured training programs and communities for computer 
education for kids 10-15 years old.  He has also played for school soccer team for many years. 

              Professor Suresh Bhagavatula's research interests are in two partly 
                                   overlapping domain Entrepreneurship and Social Networks. In Entrepreneur-
                              ship, his interests are in both low and high technology firms in India. Within 
                                   the Social Network domain, he is interested in understanding the influence of 
                                   social capital on performance of entrepreneurs and teams. His research work 
                                   has been published in the Journal of Business Venturing (JBV), Entrepreneur- 
                                ship Theory and Practice (ETP), StrategicEntrepreneurship Journal (SEJ), and 
                   IIMB Management Review. Prof Suresh holds a PhD fromVrijeUniversiteit, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands; MS, University of Flensburg, Germany; and BE, Shivaji University, 
Kolhapur, India.


